preserved in 95% EtOH for further molecular analysis, and stored in the Department of Science of Roma Tre University. These rare sea slugs were found crawling on hard substrata in a coralligenous habitat: two specimens at 15 m depth, at Framura, Liguria (Northern Tyrrhenian Sea: 41°11′58.3″N, 9°33′20.6″E), and one at 27 m depth, at Torre Fico, Cape Circeo (Central Tyrrhenian Sea: 41°13′05.6″N, 13°05′26.5″E).
The species identity of the Italian specimens was investigated by a DNA barcoding approach using the COI mitochondrial marker. DNA was extracted from four specimens (Table) using the salting-out procedure (Aljanabi and Martinez, 1997) . Partial COI sequences were amplified by polymerase chain reaction (PCR), setting the parameters according to Furfaro et al. (2016c) , using the universal primers LCO1490 and HCO2198 (Folmer et al., 1994) . Amplicons were sequenced by the European Division of Macrogen Inc. (Amsterdam, the Netherlands). A BLASTN (Altschul et al., 1990) search was conducted to rule out sample contamination. Specimens collected are stored at the Department of Science of Roma Tre University. New sequences are deposited in the European Nucleotide Archive (ENA) (http://www.ebi. ac.uk/ena/data/view/PRJEB31616). Sequences obtained were aligned with sequences of P. soussi from the type locality, retrieved from GenBank (Table) . The maximum p-distance, calculated using MEGA 6.0 (Tamura et al., 2013) , was 0.5%, confirming all the Italian individuals so far collected as belonging to P. soussi (Figure 2) . This is the first study focusing on this Piseinotecus species by molecular data, and it also confirms that the assayed specimens from Apulia, which were reported as P. soussi in the original description of this species without any anatomical investigation, actually belong to it and not to the phenotypically indistinguishable E. albomaculata or the similar E. pedata. This is not trivial, considering the steadily growing number of cryptic species with Atlantic versus Mediterranean ranges revealed by genetic investigations.
The new records of this rare species suggest that the geographical distribution of this species might be wider than previously reported, considering its minute size causing its hard spotting in the field, and easy confusion with the strikingly similar and common Mediterranean species E. pedata. Special attention to the inconspicuous benthic fauna, including focused field surveys and an integrative taxonomic approach, is mandatory to fill the gaps caused by the cryptic diversity in the Mediterranean Sea.
